6/07/09 – 23LAW - “The Issue that Divides the World - Part 9”
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “The Issue that Divides the World” - Part 9

Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, today as we move on in this study of the issue that divides the world, an issue that Satan has almost the whole Christian world confused and deceived over, we pray the Holy Spirit may increase our knowledge and understanding, especially on this important subject as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”

Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.

Two weeks ago we clearly identified the antichrist little horn power of Daniel chapter 7 as the Papacy at Rome. Last week we started to show how the first beast of Revelation chapter 13 is the same antichrist power. Friends, understand that the word antichrist as it’s used in the Bible is not against Christ, rather is in place of Christ, claiming to be Christ on earth. And understand we are not putting down any Roman Catholic for they are very sincere in their worship. However we are exposing the corrupt religious-political government of that church, the Papacy, as working against the God of heaven. Let’s review those 4 points before we go on.
Point #1. It comes up into power, among the existing nations, since it rises up with the ten horns.

Point #2. The seven heads geographically locate it, which pinpoints it to the seven hills of Rome, the only such place in Western Europe.

Point #3. By virtue of the Bible definition, it is a religious power because it is a corrupt church. The ten horn nations are political powers identified by the crowns.

Point #4. This religio-political power is a blaspheming power. Verse 1 alludes to it but verse 5 makes it clear. Last week we learned that blasphemy would be any man on earth who claims to be God. Jesus could make that claim but not a man “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23.  As we continue this week, I want to give you some statements from the Roman Catholic Church that shows it is a blaspheming power:  

“The pope is not only the representative of Jesus Christ, but he is Jesus Christ Himself, hidden under the veil of flesh.”


–the Catholic National, July of 1895.


“We hold upon this earth the place of God almighty.”  Pope Leo XIII, Encyclical Letter, June 20, 1894, (The Great Encyclical Letters of Leo XIII, p.304.)


“The pope is the supreme judge of the law of the land. ...  He is the vicegerent of Christ, and is not only a priest forever, but also king of King of kings and Lord of lords.”  La Civila Cattlica, March 18, 1871.

    "All names which in the Scriptures are applied to Christ, by virtue of which it is established that he is over the church, all the same names are applied to the Pope.

–"On the Authority of Councils," –Bellarmine (R. C.). book 2, chap.17 (Vol.II, p.266), ed.1619.

Friends, a man claiming to be God is Blasphemy and that's the first definition but now look at the second one.

Mark 2:5-7 "When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?"  
Now again, because Jesus was fully God He could say to a person "Your sins are forgiven." 

But beloved, the Bible says that when a man says, "Your sins are forgiven", this constitutes blasphemy in God's eyes. This man in this kingdom will claim to be like God, and will also claim to have the power to forgive sins. Roman Catholics go to see their priests and enter a confessional and tell the priest all their sins. The priest tells them what they need to do, a form of penance, and then gives them absolution or forgiveness for sin, which friends, only God can do.

Now we have 4 points of identification in Revelation 13 verse 1. Going on verse 2.

  13:2 “And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” So John is describing this beast or power as one like a leopard, a bear and a lion. In Daniel 7, Daniel saw a Lion, a Bear a Leopard and then the dreadful beast. Daniel was looking forward and named them in order. John was looking backward and named them from his perspective. Pagan Rome was, like the composite beast in that it was an amalgamation of the cultures and paganistic traditions of its predecessors. What is new in verse 2 is “the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” Well who is the dragon? Revelation 12:9 says, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.” And so the Pagan Roman empire got its power, seat and authority from Satan himself. In the middle of the fourth century, the Roman Emperor gave the seat of his authority to the bishops at Rome, and in 538 AD the Papacy was fully raised to power with no nations to challenge his authority.


Point #5 – Papal Rome receives its power seat and authority from Pagan Rome, who got it from Satan, the dragon. Now verse 3. 

  13:3 “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.”
Here we are told that the Papacy will receive a deadly wound, that it would heal and that the whole world would wonder after the beast. Did that happen? Yes it did, after 1,260 years of tyrannical rule, Napoleon gave orders to his General Berthier to bring the Pope into captivity and end the Papacy. This happened in 1798 and all of Europe was relieved, thinking the Papacy was dead. But in 1929, Mussolini restored the Papacy to power. Today, the whole world is wondering in admiration of the Papacy. Verse 8 says “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him.” How does the whole world worship or show respect for the Papacy? Simply by recognizing the child of the Papacy, the counterfeit Sabbath Sunday, as a day to cease from labor. A young Billy Graham once said that Christianity needed to fear three things, Atheism, Communism and Catholicism. He correctly identified the Papacy as the antichrist. An old Billy Graham says the Pope is the Spiritual leader of the world. Can you imagine? Billy Graham stating that the Pope, who got his power from pagan Rome, who got its power from Satan, is the spiritual leader of the world? But God says the opposite in His Word.
Point #6 – Papacy receives a deadly wound.

Point #7 – The deadly wound is healed.

Point #8 – The whole world wonders after or worships the Papacy.
Going on, Revelation 13:4 & 5 “And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” According to verse 4, by accepting the Papacy’s creation of first day worship, Sunday-keeping, and rejecting God’s seventh day Sabbath Saturday, you are worshipping the dragon Satan? Either Christ has your worship through obedience to His commandments, or Satan gets your worship regardless of what your mouth says. Satan hates God’s Sabbath and he brought his rebellion, which started in heaven, down to Earth, and he manipulated man into the change in God’s Sabbath to his Pagan day of worship so that he can receive the worship of the followers of Christ. ANY person who says it doesn’t matter which day you worship on is an agent and voice for the cause of Satan, because God says it matters.
Point #9 – Verse 5 said “and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” We learned in Daniel 7 that this calculated to 1,260 days of prophetic time, 1,260 years of literal time. And that was the 1,260 years from 538 AD to 1798 AD.

Revelation 13:6 “And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.” The fact that it is a blaspheming power we discussed in Point #4.
Revelation 13:7 “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”


Point #10 – It will persecute God’s people, and this is a matter of history. During its 1,260 year reign of terror, it is estimated that the armies friendly to the Papacy, by Papal decree, tortured and killed anywhere from 50 million on the low side, to 120 million on the high side. They called anyone who would not submit themselves to worship the Papal church heretics worthy of death. Pope Innocent III, 1198-1216 was responsible for thousands of martyrs.  

The Spanish Inquisition, the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, and the history of slaughter of the Waldensian people are just a few examples.  


Every conceivable method of torture was used without mercy. We do not cite this for the purpose of sensationalism, however we must discuss them to see the fulfillment of prophecy.

We’re going to have to leave it right there as time is up for this week. Next week we will continue this series titled “THE ISSUE THAT DIVIDES THE WORLD” part 10

Now listen to me as God, if in your heart you really want to follow Jesus and if you would like to honor God by worshipping with God’s people on His seventh day Sabbath, the only day Jesus recognizes as His Sabbath, the day He blessed and sanctified over 2,000 years before there was even a Jew, and before sin entered this world, and the same seventh day Sabbath that Isaiah 66:22, 23 says that God’s people will keep in the new heaven and earth, yes if it is your desire to honor God on His seventh day Sabbath, then come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church in South Hill at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel. We meet every Saturday morning (the real Lord’s Day) at 9:15 am for Sabbath School and 11:00 am for worship hour. This is God’s call to you to make a decision for Him. I want to meet you so plan to come see me next Sabbath.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Come Lord Jesus.
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