Baby Dedication

May 20, 2006

Josiah Nathaniel Campos
(Invite Ivan, Luanna, Nicholai, and Josiah up front) (Ask Elder to stand on other side)

Today is a special day in that we will be dedicating little Josiah to the Lord.
Before we do I would like to read a few scriptures and quotes from Spirit of Prophecy;

About forty days after the birth of Christ, Joseph and Mary took Him to Jerusalem, to present Him to the Lord, and to offer sacrifice. This was according to the Jewish law. We pick up the story in Luke 2:25-28   And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,  Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God.
And so it is today, with Christ as our example, Christian parents should bring their children to be dedicated to the Lord.
How soon should a child be dedicated to the service of the Lord? A mother can start the process while the child is still in the womb. Solomon wrote the word of the Lord in Proverbs  8:17, “I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.”  
I read this from Review and Herald, March 24, 1896, “Let the minister not forget to encourage the precious lambs of the flock. Christ, the majesty of heaven, said, in Mark 10:14, "Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God." Jesus does not send the children to the rabbis; He does not send them to the Pharisees; for He knows that these men would teach them to reject their best friend. The mothers that brought their children to Jesus, did well.” And why was that?  It is in the home that the child is to be nurtured and educated.
The word "education" means more than a course of study at college. Education begins with the infant in its mother's arms. While the mother is molding and fashioning the character of her children, she is educating them.  {CG 26.1} …education is a matter of greater breadth than many realize: it comprises the whole process by which the child is instructed from babyhood to childhood, from childhood to youth, and from youth to manhood. As soon as a child is capable of forming an idea, his education should begin.  {CG 26.2}

Children should virtually be trained in a home school from the cradle to maturity. And, as in the case of any well-regulated school, the teachers themselves gain important knowledge; the mother especially, who is the principal teacher in the home, should there learn the most valuable lessons of her life.  {CG 26.4}

     It is a parent's duty to speak right words. . . . Day by day parents should learn in the school of Christ lessons from One that loves them. Then the story of God's everlasting love will be repeated in the home school to the tender flock. Thus, before reason is fully developed, children may catch a right spirit from their parents.  {CG 26.5}

Your children are God's property, bought with a price. Be very particular, O fathers and mothers, to treat them in a Christlike manner.  {CG 27.2}

     The youth should be carefully and judiciously trained, for the wrong habits formed in childhood and youth often cling to the entire life-experience. May God help us to see the necessity of beginning right.  {CG 27.3}

Have you taught your children from their babyhood to keep the commandments of God? . . . You are to teach them to form characters after the divine similitude, that Christ may reveal Himself to them. He is willing to reveal Himself to children. We know this from the history of Joseph, of Samuel, of Daniel and his companions. Can we not see from the record of their lives what God expects from children and youth?  {CG 489.6}

     Parents . . . are under obligation to God to present their children to Him fitted at a very early period to receive an intelligent knowledge of what is comprehended in being a follower of Jesus Christ.  {CG 490.1}

Remember the text, "Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God." Let mothers now lead their children to Christ. Let ministers of the gospel take the little children in their arms, and bless them in the name of Jesus. Let words of tenderest love be spoken to the little ones; for Jesus took the lambs of the flock in His arms, and blessed them.” {Ev 349.2}

Take the child.

Charge the Parents.
Charge the Congregation.
Prayer of Dedication.
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