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I think it’s important, from time to time, to go over some of our long held, Bible based beliefs, so that we can stand solidly on what we stand for. There is so much out there being taught that is in direct conflict with what we believe, primarily because it is in direct conflict with the Bible. I am amazed at how many Seventh-day Adventists have been drinking the wine of Babylon and have fallen for the new theology. If you are not crystal clear on the basics, you are a prime candidate for deception. If I point blank asked you, can we be justified by our works, what would your answer be? It should be a resounding NO. And we will discuss why we cannot be justified by works. So today and for a few sermons to come, we will be back to the basics. Before we begin today,
Shall we pray….

Evangelicals and many outside of our faith, actually believe that we teach salvation by the works of the law. We are called both legalists by many and a cult by so many others. Ivan and I both had to deal with the cult issue in prison ministry a week ago Tuesday. Several months ago a pastor in South Hill once asked me if it is true that Seventh-day Adventists believe that they are the only ones going to heaven.

We have even been charged by others as mixing law and grace and depending on a little bit of each to earn our way into heaven. Back in the 1940’s, a Moody Bible Institute preacher had been teaching orally and in his tracts and pamphlets that Seventh-day Adventists depend on “works of the law” to merit favor with God in order to be saved. He was invited one Sabbath to attend a service. He was shocked because the sermon that day was on “Righteousness and Justification by Faith.” He afterward expressed amazement at such a beautiful and balanced presentation of the gospel. His problem of course was that he was misinformed as to what we do believe, and misinformation is the same problem with most outside of our faith, including that pastor here in South Hill.

Turn to the book of Job, chapter 25 and verse 4. Job 25:4 the question is asked, “How then can man be justified with God?” A lot depends on the right answer and we should all be interested in what the Bible teaches. Are there any provisions for justification except through Christ and the blood atonement? Let’s look at Paul’s answer in Romans 5:1. Paul states, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” Justified how? By Faith. What is the result? Peace with God through Christ.

Has there ever been any other way of being justified before God? Were men justified “by the works of the law” before the cross and since the cross “by grace” as many contend with their doctrine of the dispensation of law before the cross and the dispensation of grace since the cross? God says in Malachi 3:6 “For I am the LORD, I change not;” Then we must ask the question, if men in Old Testament times were saved by works, why after the cross, did God change and put men under a plan of salvation by grace? Can any man find one single scripture that can prove that any man from Adam to John the Baptist, was saved by his own works of righteousness? Those who teach two dispensations can not isolate a single scripture that shows that any pre-Calvary sinner was justified by the works of the law. It’s just not there. But these disseminators of error have their congregants persuaded with a cruel deception that may prove to be eternally fatal.

If a man believes that he stands before God justified by faith, what will be the attitude of his heart and mind toward the Ten Commandments? Can he boast that he is justified by faith and not by works of the law? Therefore he has license to lie and steal if the end justifies the means. He can say, “so what if the Sabbath is Saturday,” he reasons that he is under grace, not the law, anyway Jesus rose on Sunday and almost the whole Christian world keeps Sunday. Do you see how Satan has people steeped in error?

What does justified mean? Well, as used by Paul, justification is the opposite of condemnation. We just read in Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” Since that is the case, Romans 8:1 is also true, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, …” If we are justified by faith, we no longer have what? Condemnation. Listen, this is so simple we need not miss it. The unjustified man stands before God under condemnation, while the justified man stands before God free from condemnation.


The unjustified man is under the law, that is under its condemnation. He is, Guilty before God. Romans 3:19 proves that this is true, “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.” This text makes it crystal clear that “under the law” means under the “condemnation of the law,” and that because of what?

Because of the transgression of the law, and this makes all unjustified persons guilty before God. Is that clear? 

Now the question is, “How are such to become right in the sight of God? As long as any man stands guilty before God, he remains under condemnation … and is lost … in the sight of God. 


I think that in order for us to fully understand the doctrine of justification or righteousness by faith, we must fully comprehend the doctrine of sin. If sin had never come into the world, all would stand justified before God and free from condemnation. But it is because of sin that man stands guilty before God and in need of justification.
The Truth About Sin

Now, let us deal with this basic Bible instruction as to what sin is. Bible fact #1 regarding sin is its definition given by John as found in 1 John 3:4. “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Paul therefore gives us the purpose of the law in Romans 3:20, “…for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” Then Paul eloquently states in Romans 7:7, “…I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” He makes the issue clear in Romans 4:15 where he reasons “…for where no law is, there is no transgression.” And then adds in Romans 5:13, “…but sin is not imputed when there is no law.”

So what is one of the plainest doctrines of the New Testament, is the fact that sin is the transgression of the law of the Ten Commandments. As Paul clearly stated, the commandment “Thou shalt not covet” revealed to him exactly what sin is. Since all have sinned according to Romans 3:23, and since the wages or payment for sin is death Romans 6:23, and since death passed upon all men Romans 5:12, it is obviously clear that the whole human race is condemned by the law, is guilty before God and in need of justification.

It is God’s act of justification that releases man from his guilt and condemnation, and in being justified, he stands before God and the law accounted as innocent, even as Adam before he sinned, and as Christ when He challenged His enemies, in John 8:46 “Which of you convinceth me of sin?

In the act of justification of the sinner, God does not do away with the law to accommodate the transgressor; but through the sufferings of Christ in man’s behalf, He instead cancels the death sentence under which the violated law holds the transgressor. Do you see? Is that clear?

In the civil arena, if a man is condemned by the law for speeding, say he was doing 90 in a 55 speed zone, the law regarding the speed limit is not then abolished by the state so that there will be nothing to testify of his guilt. If the law were abolished, it would grant him license for him and everyone else to be reckless in their driving habits. 


So it is with the Ten Commandments. Paul said, in Romans 5:13, “…but sin is not imputed when there is no law.” It is so plain therefore, that any doctrine of justification that would abolish the law that brought the transgressor under its condemnation is not the true doctrine of justification; for Paul makes the inquiry in Rom. 3:31, “Do we then make void the law through faith?” He answers, “God forbid: yea, we establish the law.” 


The true doctrine of justification by faith must uphold the just claim of the law against the transgressor and at the same time take care of his penalty. To do away with the law is to say it was unjust to begin with and never should have been. That would be saying the man was just and the law was unjust. God is the author of the Ten Commandments and to take such a position would be falsely charging God. Paul ends all arguments under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in stating that, “the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.”  What three things does Paul say the commandments are? “…holy, and just, and good.”

So, is everyone clear on the importance of the law and its purpose? It serves both as a warning of imminent danger, and a revealer of a committed sin. But in itself the law is powerless to save anyone. It is like a sign in the wintertime that warns of danger due to thin ice. If the skater ignores the warning and chooses to skate anyway, has the sign accomplished its job? Did it warn the skater of the problem? Now let’s say the ice skater falls through the ice and is crying for help. Is he now convicted of his transgression? Did the sign do its job? Can the sign save him? Of course not. Since it did its job, should the sign be abolished? No because there is still thin ice. What does the fallen skater need? Something outside of himself because he cannot get himself free from his situation. 

Works Cannot Save

So the Ten Commandments, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, convicts the sinner of his transgression. The law cannot save him, as it did its job by convicting him. The man sees himself powerless to save himself. Most important is the fact that man cannot be justified “by the works of the law.” Paul makes that clear in the following verses, Romans 3:20, 28 “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: … Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” Now look at Galatians 2:16,21 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” Verse 21 “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.”

So many pastors have twisted Paul’s writings and confuse the people to the point that they are not sure what they believe. But properly connected, Paul’s writings leave no room for error.


Let’s review by taking a brief look at just what the violation of the law has gotten man into and why that law cannot get him out of his predicament. Romans 3:23 told us that, “All have sinned.” 1 John 3:4 defined sin as the transgression of the law. Romans 6:23 pronounces the penalty of death as the wage of sin. Since all have sinned how many are under the death penalty? “… so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:” Romans 5:12. There is nothing man can do to save himself.

Think about it his way, if any man would undertake to justify himself, he must first acknowledge that he has sinned and is under the sentence of death. Next he must die to pay the just penalty for the law. Having paid his own death penalty by his death, he must next raise himself from the dead. Having done that, he can stand before the law as an uncondemned man, justified by the works which he has done for himself. 

But since everyone understands the utter impossibility of this, what folly it would be for any Christian to believe and teach righteousness by works!


When a man is put into a state prison for one year to pay the penalty for some violation of some state law, he remains under the law, that is under its judicial condemnation, until the penalty is paid. When the last day of his sentence has expired, he walks away and is no longer under the law, that is under the condemnation of the law, because his works have paid the stated civil penalty. Then through his own works, he stands justified in the presence of the civil law. This could be called justification by works. If however, the penalty had been death, no amount of works could have paid the penalty, only death itself would suffice.

This illustration explains why none who have violated the divine law can be justified by works. The penalty is death, not works. Man cannot work off the death penalty and restore himself to life again.

In closing we have the authority of the New Testament to declare that by the deeds of the law there shall be no flesh justified in His sight. Violated law cannot witness to the innocence of the transgressor. Heaven’s charge is that all have sinned. It is therefore just as impossible for a violated  law to witness to his justification, since we read in Romans 3:20, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight:” and “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” Romans 3:28.
How is a man justified? “…a man is justified by faith.” Paul beautifully expresses this in Galatians 2:16, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 
Galatians 3: 10 “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse:” verse 11 “…No man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.” How shall the just live? By faith! And then Galatians 5:4, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” I hope everyone has been listening with their understanding as there need not be any confusion on this subject.

True Christians who understand the Word of God strongly hold the truth of these inspired texts, but at the same time they avoid the dangerous conclusion that these texts abolish the law of God and therefore assume that they can lie, steal, commit adultery and desecrate the Sabbath, and practice with impunity the other sins condemned by it. That is what makes the Once Saved, Always Saved doctrine so deadly.

Every honest and sincere Christian knows that we can do nothing in order to be justified other than to believe that Jesus has done it all for us. And because He imputes His righteousness on our account in exchange for all of our sins, we stand before God with Christ’s righteous life as our life’s record. What an exchange. What unfathomable love. We then live the sanctified life, daily asking for and receiving the power to resist all sin and temptation, firmly focused on and anchored to our Rock of Salvation.
Shall we pray…
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