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Scripture:
  Act 14:22, Confirming the souls of the 






 disciples, and exhorting them to 





 continue in the faith, and that we 





 must through much tribulation enter 





 into the kingdom of God.


Opening hymn:  Lead Me To Calvary #317
  Closing hymn:
 Higher Ground #625
Synopsis of principle points:

   I.  Opening prayer.

   II.  What CAN I say?
   III.  What MAY I say?

   IV.  What SHALL I say?

   V.  Conclusion.

I.  Father, Bless Your holy name and thank You for bringing us here today.  Thank You for this place that is known to be Yours and for this Your holy day.  Help us, O Lord, to hear what You will say to our hearts, to take hold of Your covenant, to chose the things that please You and to not pollute this delightful Sabbath day.  And Father, please help those here today in the valley of decision in Jesus' name.  Amen.
>>>   "I will be asking questions, please answer them in your own heart."

II.  What CAN I say?

a) The short answer is that I CAN say anything!


--We could explore new and trendy evangelistic outreach methods.


--How about the new trends in worship we see entering the church?




1) I could introduce ideas of worship methods that promote performance 


   and self.



--There are also "spiritual formation", "contemplative prayer", "centering 


   prayer", and the "emerging church movement"; all of which we might turn to.



--We might even look into "confusing pagan settings where music and worship 

   become so focused on emotion and experience that [we] lose the central 


   focus on the Word of God."




1) Side note:  thank God for Elder Ted Wilson and his wife Nancy!


--The real import of this holy hour is very easily lost in what I CAN say.


b) When I was young, there was a difference made between CAN and MAY.



--We were raised to know that difference, too!



--CAN relates more to ability.



--MAY relates to one's authority to perform or possess.


c) So let's reframe the question . . .

III.  What MAY I say?


a) This is perhaps a better question simply because it brings us under authority.


--Especially true in our case because the Authority we recognize and seek to 

   be found under is nothing other than the Word of God, Jesus Christ.




1) Do you believe this?




2) Does your life reflect your faith in the ultimate authority of the Word?



--We believe and know that the Word, as given us by God, covers all we need 

   to know and believe for our salvation from the present distress.



--Yet what we MAY say can still be beyond what our Father in heaven would 

   have spoken for a given situation.



--Isn't the opportunity real for folks to hear us, even speaking truth, and yet 


   think us mad?




1) Consider how Paul was regarded by Festus in Acts 26:24:  And as 


   he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, 



   thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.




--Please understand, Paul was certainly doing God's will here and 



   was speaking from a higher level of service that we will 





   investigate.


b) But what we are driving at with this idea of what I MAY say is sometimes called 
   "dump trucking" on someone.



--It is very easy to overwhelm someone with what we MAY say!



--So how may we better proceed?

IV.  The superior position to hold is, "What SHALL I say?".


a) This better reflects the heart which God desires of leadership for His church.



--What a Christian CAN say and MAY say are not his final decision.



--God is the Head, we are the body; He is the Vine and we branches.



--Only our Creator knows every heart in this room.




1) Remember, Friends, He who knows you best loves you most!



--Only God knows the end from the beginning for each of us in all things.



--For God's will alone will the faithful Christian seek.


b) Friends, we are not looking for simple license here, but the will of God alone!



--When we look to God and trust Him, He will help us.



--Turn with me to Psalm 81:10:  I am the LORD thy God, which brought 


   thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.



1) We have wonderful promises here:  Psa 73:28, Deu 4:29, Pro 8:17, 


   Jer 29:13, Lu 11:9, and many others.


c) The Lord has many wonderful, necessary things for His people today.


--May we seek His will alone for His church and ourselves.

V.  Concluding thoughts.


a) So what SHALL I say today in this holy place?



--Psa 138:2: I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name 

   for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy 


   word above all thy name.



1) Ye who fear God, I commend you to the Word of God.




2) Daily we must seek communion with Christ Jesus in Bible study.


--Amo 3:7 reads:  Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth 

   his secret unto his servants the prophets.



1) Let us be clear, we hold the writings of Sister Ellen G. White to be 



   God's inspired end time counsel and comfort to every member of His 


   body, the Seventh-day Adventist Church.




2) Ye who fear God, I commend you to the Spirit of Prophecy.





--And remember Rev 19:10, the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 



   of prophecy.

b) In God's grace and with His faith in your submitted heart, you will find a sure 

   and precious foundation in the Word of God and the Spirit of Prophecy.



-- Be sure to maintain that costly foundation for If the foundations be 


   destroyed, what can the righteous do? (Ps 11:3).



--Can I overemphasize the importance of your "daily" with God?


c) Reflect upon our present situation as found in EW 14.1:   While I was praying at 
   the family altar, the Holy Ghost fell upon me, and I seemed to be rising higher and 
   higher, far above the dark world. I turned to look for the Advent people in the 
  
   world, but could not find them, when a voice said to me, "Look again, and look a 
   little higher." At this I raised my eyes, and saw a straight and narrow path, cast up 
   high above the world. On this path the Advent people were traveling to the city, 
   
   which was at the farther end of the path. They had a bright light set up behind 
 
   them at the beginning of the path, which an angel told me was the midnight cry. 
   This light shone all along the path and gave light for their feet so that they might 
   not stumble. If they kept their eyes fixed on Jesus, who was just before them, 
   
   leading them to the city, they were safe. But soon some grew weary, and said the 
   city was a great way off, and they expected to have entered it before. Then Jesus 
   would encourage them by raising His glorious right arm, and from His arm came a 
   light which waved over the Advent band, and they shouted, "Alleluia!" Others 
  
   rashly denied the light behind them and said that it was not God that had led them 
   out so far. The light behind them went out, leaving their feet in perfect darkness, 
   and they stumbled and lost sight of the mark and of Jesus, and fell off the path 
  
   down into the dark and wicked world below.


--Ponder the significance of this being Sister White's first vision.


d) My strongest exhortation to all members of the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church -Founded by Seventh-day Adventists is that with purpose of heart you would cleave unto the Lord.



--From TDG 128.5-6 we read:  Every soul must daily seek the Lord with full 


   purpose of heart, morning, noon, and night, and let the mind dwell upon the 

   Word of God, to understand His requirements.. . . The one all-important 


   matter is to serve the Lord with full purpose of heart, and seek to become 

   the Lord's, heart and mind.

e)  May God bless this body to know Him and His will, that in the tribulation upon us 
   and that which is yet to come we may walk uprightly with hearts full of joy.  Glory 
   to God!


>>>
"If you want to know Jesus Christ personally, please come talk to me or 

one of the members here."
Father, thank You for speaking to us today.  Keep us as the apple of thine eye.  We hope in thy mercy.  Help Your people to help those making a decision for You today.  Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost (Rom 15:13), in Jesus' name.  Amen.

maC Connell
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� Ted Wilson, GC President 1st sermon, July 3, 2010, Atlanta, GA.
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