THE HOLY SPIRIT
SABBATH MARCH 24, 2007

VICTORY SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

TODAYS SUBJECT, “THE HOLY SPIRIT.”
Matthew 3: 16, 17 we read, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Sometime ago, I stood up here and asked the question, who is God? We agreed, that there is ONE GOD, HE IS A PERSON AND HE IS A SPIRIT WITH MANY ATTRIBUTES. GOD IS ALL POWERFUL AND ALL KNOWING AS A PERSON, HE ENGAGES IN ACTIVE RELATIONSHIPS. AS A SPIRIT HE IS INVISIBLE AND HAS NOT FLESH AND BONE. HE IS TRANSCENDENT AND IMMANENT FOR  HE SEPARATES HIMSELF FROM WITHIN THE CREATION AND THE UNIVERSE AND FROM HUMANS. HE IS ACTIVE WITHIN THE CREATION AND HUMAN HISTORY BUT KEEPS DISTANT. GOD IS SELF-EXISTANT, GOD IS ETERNAL, GOD IS LOVE, HE IS OMNIPRESENT, OMNISCIENT AND OMNIPOTENT. GOD IS SOVEREIGN AND UNCHANGING. GOD IS HOLY AND GOD IS JUST.

LET US PRAY

TODAY, I WILL GIVE YOU FACTS BACKED BY SCRIPTURE, FACT – 

ANSWERS – AND QUESTIONS BY MAX ANDERS, WHERE TO FIND IT IN THE BIBLE DICTIONARY AND FROM A SERMON CALLED PERSONAGE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN BY LAY PASTOR RICHARD VAUGN ON JAN.13, 2007. 

In Matthew 28:19 We read, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”  
WHY SHOULD WE BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON ?

SCRIPTURE REVEALS THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE A PERSON, WITH  ALL THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A LIVING, PERSONAL BEING.ONE KEY REASON WHY WE BELIEVE IN THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THAT HE HAS THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A PERSON. HE HAS INTELLECT, HE HAS EMOTION, AND HE HAS WILL. 
1 COR. 2:10, 11 READS, “But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?  even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” THAT IS INTELLECT.

WE SAID THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS EMOTION, IN EPHESIANS 4:30,  THE 
HOLY SPIRIT SPEAKS ABOUT EMOTION. IT SAYS, “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
In Matthew 12:31-32 IT READS, “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the [Holy] Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the [world] to come.” THIS IS SOME STRONG EMOTIONS.  
WE SAID, GOD ALSO HAS WILL, IN 1 CORINTHIANS 12:11 “But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.” THIS MEANS, THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES GIFTS AS HE WILLS.    
THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES THINGS THAT ONLY A PERSON WOULD DO. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT TEACHES US, THE HOLY SPIRIT PRAYS FOR US, THE HOLY SPIRIT PERFORMS MIRACLES FOR US, THE HOLY SPIRIT COMFORTS US AND THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDES US. THESE ARE THINGS AN IMPERSONAL FORCE CAN NOT DO. THIS IS WHY, WE SHOULD BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON. 
SHOULD WE BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD? THE SCRIPTURE REVEALS THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE GOD, WITH ALL THE DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS OF A DIVINE BEING. WE SAID THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON, BUT THAT DOES NOT SAY HE IS GOD. YET, WE WILL USE SCRIPTURE TO VERIFY THAT HE IS DIVINE.
IN ACTS 5:3-4 WE FIND TWO CONVERTED JEWS, ANANIAS AND HIS WIFE SAPPHIRA, SOLD SOME LAND THEY OWNED AND BROUGHT THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALE TO THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM.  THE ONLY PROBLEM WAS, THEY KEPT SOME OF THE MONEY AND GAVE THE REST TO THE APOSTLE PETER. THEY LIED TO PETER SAYING, THEY WERE GOING TO GIVE ALL OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALE OF LAND TO THE CHURCH. PETER  FOUND OUT ABOUT THIS DECEPTION .
ACTS 5:3-4 READS, “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back [part] of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart?  thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” WE FIND HERE, IF YOU LIE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, YOU HAVE LIED TO GOD. THAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH A DIVINE CHARACTERISTIC. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS THREE DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD. GOD IS EVERYWHERE PRESENT – That is OMNIPRESENCE. GOD IS ALL KNOWING OR OMNISCIENT – AND GOD IS ALL POWERFUL OR OMNIPOTENT.  

IN PSALM 139: 7-8 We see that He is OMNIPRESENT- “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou [art] there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou [art there].” 
HERE WE HAVE A HOLY SPIRIT EVERYWHERE – PRESENT 
IN 1CORINTHIANS 2:10-11 HIS OMNISCIENT READS, “But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” 
PROVERBS 20:27 SAYS, “The spirit of man [is] the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.” THIS IS A HOLY SPIRIT WHO KNOWS ALL. 
IN GENESIS HIS CREATION SHOWS THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD. 

GENESIS 1: 1-2 IN PART READS, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” 
IN ISAIAH 6:3 WE READ, “And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, [is] the LORD of hosts: the whole earth [is] full of his glory.”
THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION OF JESUS, RESTRAINS SIN IN THE WORLD, AND GIVES SPIRITUAL GIFTS TO CHRISTIANS. THIS LEAVES LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DIVINE PERSON OR HAS DIVINE CHARACTERISTICS.
SHOULD WE BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A MEMBER OF THE TRINITY?

BEFORE I GO ON ANY FARTHER, WE LEARNED IN THE PAST THAT IN THE BIBLE AND IN THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY THE WORDS TRINITY AND TRIUNE GOD, DO NOT EXIST. In fact the word Trinity had its origin in Roman Catholicism. They do not believe in a three person Godhead. Their Trinity belief is in a singular God in three appearances, not three persons. Our pioneers railed against the trinity teaching and we should not ever use the word trinity when speaking of the Godhead. 

NOW THINK CHURCH, HOW EASY IT IS TO TEACH US SOMETHING ABOUT GOD THAT IS NOT IN THE BIBLE. WE MUST LEARN TO READ OUR BIBLE AND TOO UNDERSTAND WHAT WE READ. REMEMBER ALL THAT WE HEAR AND ALL THAT WE READ, MUST BE CECKED BY SCRIPTURE. OH, HOW THEOLOGY WITH MANY OTHERS BEHIND IT HAVE BEEN THROWN AT US FOR YEARS. WE ARE LEARNING THAT OUR ADVERSARIES ARE NOT THROUGH WITH US YET.

I’M GOING TO GO BACK TO A QUOTE FROM A SERMON CALLED “THE PERSONAGE THE HOLY SPIRIT” BY LAY PASTOR  VAUGHN.

This is the problem with the New Theology. Satan is fully aware of what the Bible says and he has always dealt in half truths. We look at the second temptation he presented to Jesus when He came from the wilderness, following a 40 day fast. Matthew 4:5-7 “Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”
IN 1 PETER 5:8 IT SAYS, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”   

WE DID LEARN THAT THE THREE HOLY DIGNITARIES OF HEAVEN, THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT HAVE EXISTED FROM ETERNITY AND ARE FACTUALLY SUPPORTED WITH SCRIPTURE AND THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY. THE TRINITY OR TRIUNE GOD IS NOT SUPPORTED BY SCRIPTURE OR THE SPIRIT OF PROPHEY.  
SO, THE QUESTION IS, SHOULD WE BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A MEMBER OF THE HIGHER HOLY DIGNITARIES OF HEAVEN? THE ANSWER IS YES. 
THE SCRIPTURES REVEAL THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE ON AN EQUAL LEVEL WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON, THOUGH DISTINCT FROM THEM IN ROLE. 
JESUS SPEAKS OF HIM (THE HOLY SPIRIT) AS OF HIS OTHER SELF.  IN JOHN 14:16,17, IT READS,  “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  [Even] the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 
JESUS SEES that the PRESENCE of the Holy Spirit WITH THE DISCIPLES WILL BE OF GREATER ADVANTAGE THAN HIS OWN. He so states in JOHN 16:7, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”

NOT COINCIDENTALLY, WE FIND all Three MEMBERS OF THE Godhead PRESENT AT JESUS’ BAPTISM. IN MARK 1:9-11 WE READ, “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him:  And there came a voice from heaven, [saying], Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”    
HERE JESUS IS IN THE WATER AND GOD THE FATHER IS SPEAKING FROM HEAVEN AND THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDS ON JESUS LIKE A DOVE.
IN REVELATION 1:4-5 WE HAVE A BENEDICTION WHICH IS A PRAYER FOR GRACE AND PEACE FROM THE FATHER, JESUS CHRIST, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. WHEN YOU READ THIS PASSAGE, YOU WILL SEE THE FATHER IS MENTIONED FIRST, THEN THE HOLY SPIRIT THEN JESUS. THIS ONLY SHOWS THE EQUALITY OF MINDS IN THE INSPIRED WRITING OF THE SCRIPTURE.  
LET US ALL OPEN OUR BIBLES TO REVELATION 1:4-5 AND , YOU FOLLOW AS I READ, “John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace [be] unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; (that is the Father) and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; (that is the Holy Ghost) And from Jesus Christ, [who is] the faithful witness, [and] the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, (that is the Son).
NOW WE KNOW BY SCRIPTURE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON. WE NOW KNOW BY SCRIPTURE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD. AND THAT GOD THE FATHER, GOD THE SON, AND GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT MAKE UP THE three HOLY HEAVENLY DIGNITARIES.  REMEMBER THE TRINITY AND TRIUNE GOD ARE NOT IN SCRIPTURE AND IS NOT USED IN THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY and not a term Seventh-day Adventists should ever use to identify the Godhead.
THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHERE DOES IT FIT IN WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
IT WAS INVOLVED IN CREATION GENESIS 1: 1-2 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.    
THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS INVOLVED IN REVELATION. IT REVEALED GODS TRUTH TO HUMANITY. GOD USED PROPHETS TO SPREAD HIS MESSAGES TO THE PEOPLE. NO PROPHECY WAS EVER MADE BY AN ACT OF HUMAN WILL, rather MEN were MOVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT and were therefore speaking for and writing the will of GOD.
IN 2 PETER 1:21 WE READ, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [and wrote also as they were so] moved by the Holy Ghost.”
2 SAMUELS 23: 2 READS, “The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word [was] in my tongue.” 

THE HOLY SPIRIT  ALSO  EMPOWERED PEOPLE TO DO THE WILL 

OF GOD.  THE POWER OF TRANSFER FROM MOSES TO JOSHUA IN NUMBERS 27:18-20 READS as follows, ”And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom [is] the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight. And thou shalt put [some] of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient.”
WE HAVE READ THE EMPOWERMENT OF OTHERS IN SCRIPTURE.  KING DAVID, SAMSON, KING SAUL AND MANY OTHERS. WHETHER PROPHET, PRIEST, OR KING; SHEPHERD, JUDGE OR SOLDIER; WE SEE THE HOLY SPIRIT COMING UPON PEOPLE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT TO EMPOWER THEM TO ACCOMPLISH THE WORK and will OF GOD.
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT EMPOWERED THE MINISTRY OF JESUS AND HIS CHURCH. FIRST WE HAD THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST, LUKE 1:26. THEN WE HAD THE BAPTISM, (LUKE 4:18). JESUS LIFE AND MINISTRY WAS STARTED (MATTEW 4:1-11; JOHN 3:34) AND (MATTEW 12:28). JESUS’ DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION CAME IN TO PLAY. AFTER JESUS DEATH THE HOLY SPIRIT CONTINUED TO MINISTER TO JESUS. (HEBREWS 9:14). And (ROMANS 1:4) REFERS TO THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS.
JESUS GAVE COMMANDMENT TO HIS APOSTLES, THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, BEFORE HE WAS TAKEN UP. WE CAN READ THIS IN (ACTS1:2) THE PENTECOST. SO WE CAN SEE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS intricately INVOLED IN THE LIFE OF JESUS OF NAZARETH.
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED GOD’S TRUTH TO THE PEOPLE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW TESTAMENT. VISIONS AND DREAMS WERE GIVEN, (ACTS 10:1-20). PROPHECIES AND SCRIPTURE WERE REVEALED AS THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDED THE AUTHORS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (2PETER 1:21; 3:15-16; 2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17)
Regarding THE CHURCH, the evidence is that THE HOLY SPIRIT GAVE BIRTH TO THE CHURCH IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. ISRAEL WAS CHOSEN BY GOD TO RECEIVE HIS MESSAGE OF SALVATION AND TO CARRY IT TO THE WORLD.  (PSALM 67).
Jesus’ ministry on earth was to proclaim the great promise to believers, the promise of the Holy Spirit. God knew and Christ proclaimed that no man could live and witness for God, not “in the arm of the flesh.” No man or group of men, were powerful enough to live for God or to convince others of the foolishness of the gospel...

· that love is more powerful than might.

· that God’s Son actually came to earth as a man            

· that God’s Son died but was raised from the dead, conquering death.

· that justification and sanctification is the way men are saved from sin, death and hell.

· that man can be born again, spiritually born again and made into a new creature by believing in Jesus.

· that man can live forever by having been born again through belief in Jesus.
Christ knew that man needed a supernatural power, the power of God Himself. He knew that the very presence of God’s Spirit had to enter into the very heart of man and...

· impart the divine nature of God (2 Peter 1:4).

· recreate his being completely (2 Cor. 5:17; Ephes. 4:23-24; Col. 3:9-10).

· and live within his body, giving the believer the power to control his life for God and to courageously proclaim the gospel to the world. 

IN CLOSING, THE MESSAGES TO YOUNG PEOPLE (1930) 

CHAPTER 11 SAYS,

“The Lord Jesus acts through the Holy Spirit; for it is His representative.  Through it He infuses spiritual life into the soul, quickening its energies for good, cleansing it from moral defilement, and giving it a fitness for His kingdom. Jesus has large blessings to bestow, rich gifts to distribute among men. He is the wonderful Counselor, infinite in wisdom and strength; and if we will acknowledge the power of His Spirit, and submit to be molded by it, we shall stand complete in Him.” 
LET US PRAY
PAGE  
1

