Sabbath December 27, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

“Deceptive Spiritualistic Healing Practices” 
A Power Point Presentation (This presentation was made with many visuals)
Shall we invite God’s presence to our worship hour? “Heavenly Father…”
The sermon today is about Deceptive Spiritualistic Healing Practices. We are not stating that there has been no human benefit derived in any of these practices, for if that were so, nobody would practice them. The question is, “Should Christians in general and Seventh-day Adventist in particular have anything to do with these seemingly harmless alternatives? 

The purpose is to show how many of the myriad of alternative healing practices have had their origin in the religions of Paganism and the Occult, and therefore would be off limits to Christians, a sort of modern day forbidden tree.

When man was created He was endowed with the capacity to love and worship his Creator.

The Law of Love was to follow a Divine plan. The Love of God the Father to God the Son would flow to His created beings and this love of the created beings would flow back to the Son of God and to the Father. This is the Law of the Universe.

But something happened in heaven which caused disruption in God’s plan for the universe, which we read in Revelation 12:9 “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:”

Satan decided that he had a better plan. He would disrupt God’s plan and put in its place his revised law of love. The revised Law of Love would change the direction of the love and worship from God’s created beings to Satan himself.

Satan said in Genesis 3:5   “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” From the beginning in the garden, Satan’s proposal has been to blend evil with good so skillfully, that evil was to be almost impossible to detect. 

Therefore, Satan’s proposal to improve God’s Government can be stated as Good verses Good and Evil or The Tree of Life verses the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. After the flood it was believed that harmony in the universe would only exist with a blending of good with evil and that it had universal application.

Since the onset of Paganism, it was believed that there was a great power that ruled the universe, but this power was not credited to the Creator God. Rather it was called a universal energy or universal intelligence. The universal energy was divided into two parts. These opposing energies were called “dualism.” Good – Evil; Male – Female; Positive – Negative; Dominate – Passive; Light – Dark; Yang – Yin; Hot – Cold.

This is the foundation of all alternative healing methods that are apart from Heaven’s only approved method. These alternative methods rely on the long held paganistic/occult beliefs that we are to heal ourselves by properly balancing the universal energies from within.   While claiming to cure disease, they are channels for Satan’s electric currents. They also rely on the gullibility of the seekers for healing.

This Asian concept of dualism is expressed as Yin, the black negative area and Yang, the white positive area. Notice as one is declining into the Yin area they experience the negative effects of their challenge. However as they are rising from their problem area towards positive results, they are said to be growing to Yang. This is not a Christian concept for it does not recognize God in the equation. Only universal energy and the god within.

Before we journey through these alternative practices, let us read some clear direction that God has given His remnant church. “There are many ways of practicing the healing art; but there is only one way that Heaven approves. Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine power,--these are the true remedies.” {CD 301} 
Now let us look at some of these alternative healing practices and diagnostic procedures. They are in no particular order and we will cover as many as time allows

Iridology (also known as iridodiagnosis is an alternative 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alternative_medicine" \o "Alternative medicine" \t "_blank" diagnostic technique whose proponents believe that patterns, colors, and other characteristics of the iris can be examined to determine information about a patient's systemic health. Iridologists see the eyes as "windows" into the body's state of health. 

Practitioners match their observations to iris charts which divide the iris into zones corresponding to specific parts of the human body. Well controlled scientific evaluation of iridology has shown entirely negative results, with all rigorous double blinded tests failing to find any statistical significance to its claims. In a study three iridologists incorrectly identified kidney disease in photographs of irises and often disagreed with each other. The researchers concluded: "iridology was neither selective nor specific, and the likelihood of correct detection was statistically no better than chance." 

Yoga refers to traditional physical and mental disciplines originating in India; to the goal achieved by those disciplines; and to one of the six orthodox schools of Hindu philosophy. Major branches of yoga include Raja Yoga, Karma Yoga, Jnana Yoga, Bhakti Yoga, and Hatha Yoga. Hatha Yoga in its many modern variations is the style that many people associate with the word "Yoga" today. Keep in mind that every one of the alternative healing methods and diagnostic techniques do have some benefits, otherwise no one would have faith in them. The important thing for the Christian to decide is whether or not to be a participant in something at odds with the worship of God.  Yoga is bound up in Hinduism and Hinduism is bound up in Yoga. Yoga is intimately connected to the religious beliefs and practices of the Indian religions. Many of the positions are assumed in worshipping Hindu gods. 

  
The influence of Yoga is also visible in Buddhism, a descendant of Hinduism, which is distinguished by its austerities, spiritual exercises, and trance states. Hatha Yoga is supposed to be the joining of the sun and moon energies. The sun’s energies (Ha) are breathed in through the right nostril, while the moon’s energies (tha) are breathed out through the left nostril. The goal of yoga may range from improving the health to achieving Moksha; which is liberation from all worldly suffering and the cycle of birth and death, at which point there is a realization of identity with the Supreme Brahman. 

Should we engage in a practice that pays homage to heathen gods? What does God say? “Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, …”  Exodus 20:5  But some say there is physical benefit in yoga. But there is also physical benefit in brisk walking which does not involve bowing down before Hindu gods. Better to leave such practices alone.

What about Acupuncture or Acupressure? Acupuncture originated in China about 3000 BC and is most commonly associated with traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). There are different types of acupuncture (Classical Chinese, Japanese, Tibetan, Vietnamese and Korean acupuncture) which are practiced and taught throughout the world. 

Acupressure works on similar methods as acupuncture without the use of needles. The technician applies pressure to certain areas that are believed to have issues, working along pre-determined meridians and nerve endings, which supposedly have connection to a particular organ or other bodily part.

Acupuncture is a technique of inserting and manipulating fine filiform needles into specific points on the body with the aim of relieving pain and for therapeutic purposes.

Most of the main acupuncture points are found on the "twelve main meridians" and two of the "eight extra meridians" (Du Mai and Ren Mai) a total of "fourteen channels", which are described in classical and traditional Chinese medical texts, as pathways through which Qi (energy) and "Blood" flow. Here you see on this chart of the body and the ear, how the meridians are mapped out letting the technician know where to insert the needles.

The acupuncturist decides which points to treat by observing and questioning the patient in order to make a diagnosis according to the tradition which he or she utilizes. Since Acupuncture dates back 3000 years BC, if it was a method approved by God, surely the Spirit Of Prophecy would have said something regarding its benefits. She has said nothing. Then why are God’s people seeking such treatment?

Reflexology (zone therapy) is the practice of massaging, squeezing, or pushing on parts of the feet, or sometimes the hands and ears, with the goal of encouraging a beneficial effect on other parts of the body, or to improve general health. Archeological evidence shows it was practiced in Egypt (2330 BC), China (2704 BC). In the West the concept of reflexology began to emerge in the 19th century.

Reflexologists say that the body contains an energy field, an invisible life force, or Qi, the blockage of which can prevent healing, and that they are able to relieve stress and pain in other parts of the body through the manipulation of the feet 

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet and hand with specific thumb, finger and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion. It is based on a system of zones and reflex areas that reflect an image of the body on the feet and hands with a premise that such work effects a physical change to the body. 

Applied Kinesiology is a system of communicating with a person on various levels of consciousness.  The body responds like a computer system giving biofeedback through the quality of muscle response. The Oriental philosophy looks at all illness as an energy blockage or imbalance. Thus muscle testing evaluates aspects of the body's energies by accessing our remarkable brain and bringing to the forefront information on the imbalances and energy blockages in our energy field. The woman on the right is applying light pressure to the arm of the woman on the left. She is holding it out with her strength and if the arm goes down under light pressure, it is supposed to indicate an energy blockage. It is a mystical testing of muscles to determine if there is weakness in the internal organs, allergies, etc. Applied Kinesiology is a system of communicating with a person on various levels of consciousness.  The body responds like a computer system giving biofeedback through the quality of muscle response. The Oriental philosophy looks at all illness as an energy blockage or imbalance. Some blend hypnotism in their practice. 

Biofeedback is a form of alternative medicine that involves measuring a subject's quantifiable bodily functions such as blood pressure, heart rate, skin temperature, sweat gland activity, and muscle tension, conveying the information to the patient in real-time. This raises the patient's awareness and conscious control of their unconscious physiological activities. There are many advertisements to lure in potential customers and a large assortment of devices to impress the unwary.

By providing the user access to physiological information about which he or she is generally unaware, biofeedback allows users to gain control of physical processes previously considered an automatic response of the autonomous nervous system. An electromyograph, or EMG is the one of the most commonly used modalities in biofeedback treatment. An EMG in a biofeedback setting typically uses electrodes in order to measure muscle action potentials. These action potentials result in muscle tension. The patient can learn to recognize the way tension subjectively feels by using the objective EMG readings, and as a result learn to control the muscle tension. 

“There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.” {GC 516.3} Deception is rampant and Satan has always had a myriad of choices for any person seeking the spectacular that has no direct connection with the Creator. And now in the electronic age, Satan’s captivating devices lure millions to the forbidden tree.  

Now let’s talk about Divination – The dictionary definition of divination is : the art or practice that seeks to foresee or foretell future events or discover hidden knowledge usually by the interpretation of omens or by the aid of supernatural powers. Some tools used by those in the craft are crystal balls, ouija boards, pendulums, tarot cards, gem stones, tea leaves, etc. 

Here at a technicians work station you see a few tools of their craft. A crystal ball and tarot cards for example. 

This diviner’s room looks like a factory for fortune tellers. There certainly is a market for it and many, many Christians frequent such places. 

Professed Christians are even caught up in astrology. Not a few Christian daily check the many available sources for their life situations and challenges. The tools used by those skilled in this craft are impressive to the novice. There is a fascination about the planets and their alignments and what it is all supposed to mean for their lives and their health. There are a plethora of books on the subject with their supposed gurus, and many web sites now to help the beginner to become familiar with and well educated in these occult practices.

The Palm Readers are connected with astrology. Notice the sun and planets in red and the many life’s situations in the blue. Christians even check their horoscopes daily in the newspapers to see what their day will bring. You can even go online for your daily horoscope, even searching more information for your particular sign, but be sure to have your credit card handy.

There is something about these Far East titles of the supposed masters of their sciences that has produced an insatiable appetite and fascination with the western minds. Such as, “Vedic Science of Astrology, as brought to light by His Holiness Maharishi Mahesh Yogi.” 

The next area we want to look at is the area of Hypnosis. There are so many alternatives that we are only able to devote a small segment to each.

Hypnosis or Hypnotism is a mind therapy wherein one submits their minds to the control of another person. It was called Mesmerism in Ellen White’s time as it was named after its founder Franz Anton Mesmer, MD who lived in the 1700,s and taught it as a therapeutic approach to mind health. Does it work? YES. Is it safe? NEVER. For to give anyone access to your mind removes the protective barricades from demonic activities entering therein. It is about as safe as psychedelic drug use.

Hypnotists and magicians are plentiful and they are waiting for you. A favorite trick of theirs is to make your money suddenly disappear. What does God’s Word say about these things that fascinate many Christians?
“Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail.  Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.  Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: …” Isaiah 47:12-14 

“There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination (fortune tellers), or an observer of times, (astologers) or an enchanter, (magician) or a witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, (a medium with a spirit guide) or a wizard, (psychic or clarvoyant) or a necromancer (a medium who consults the dead).  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD:” Deuteronomy 18:10-12. We are not only forbidden to practice them, we are to avoid them altogether.

Pendulum boards are very similar to ouija boards and are just as much an occult practice. Pendulums are used in many practices in the occult. Ouija boards are not for Christians. Some of the newer boards even talk now. This is something you do not want to have anything to do with. Demonic forces can come into play. People who have innocently thought they were going to find out answers to pressing health questions and life’s many challenges, quickly find out what the occult is all about. Here are a couple of pictures of some surprised players. This photo shows a strange presence taking over the board. This amazing photo was taken during such a ouija board session when one of the men was grabbed with these tentacles firing out from the sockets in the ceiling light fixture as everyone began ducking for cover.

This is another spiritualistic practice called dowsing. It dates back to 1400 BC., possibly pre 1500 BC when Deuteronomy was written and may have been one of the occult practices included in those specifically mentioned chapter 18:9-14. Dowsing can be done with wands, pendulums or rods. You are supposed to hold the dowsing rods a certain way and it’s supposed to help you find underground water, coal, oil, mineral deposits, etc. Also called water witching when searching for water. In addition to finding materials in the earth, dowsing is also used to discover information. It may be used for making a diagnosis in medical and psychiatric conditions. Also for choosing treatments and medicinals.

There are practitioners who use dowsing with crystal pendulums in such a way as to supposedly improve your health and well being. What did we read before, “There are many ways of practicing the healing art; but there is only one way that Heaven approves.” It’s not dowsing with crystal pendulums.

Homeopathy is medical therapy using extremely diluted doses of substances called remedies. A central thesis of homeopathy is that an ill person can be treated using a substance that can produce, in a healthy person, symptoms similar to those of the illness. The most famous homeopath would be Samuel Hahnemann, considered to be the father of homeopathy. Hahnemann believed that large doses of drugs that caused similar symptoms would only aggravate illness, and so he advocated extreme dilutions of the substances; he devised a technique for making dilutions that he believed would preserve a substance's therapeutic properties while removing its harmful effects. 

Although homeopathic remedies may have toxic drugs in their formulation, they dilute them so much that the substance still has some of its original properties, however it does not retain the dangerous side effects. Some of the concoctions can be quite bazaar considering many of the ingredients that might make a potential patient squirm, but not a witch doctor.  

Hippocrates, who was more or less a naturopath, advocated lifestyle changes, for the treatment of disease, rather than toxic drugs. Today he is considered to be the father of medicine. Men and women today in the allopath profession take the Hippocratic oath. It is seemingly hypocritical since Hippocrates once said, “Leave the drugs in the chemist’s pot and heal the patient with food.” I have here a small portion of both the original version and the modern version of the Hippocratic Oath. In the old version the one taking the oath would swear to the Greek gods, while in the modern version, the oath taker swears to the Almighty. Even though Hippocrates believed in the cosmic forces, the four humors (fluids), and the dualism concept, yet he felt that exercise, rest, nutrition and excretion, were the great influences for health or for disease.  His lifestyle beliefs had an effect for the good on the medical profession for about 400 years.  

Next we want to talk about Healing Magnet Therapy. Magnet therapy is a type of "alternative" 

 HYPERLINK "http://skepdic.com/althelth.html" \t "_blank" medicine which claims that magnetic fields have healing powers. Magnetic cures have been attracting gullible patrons for centuries. And they have the vast assorted items to separate you from your money.

In the upper left corner- Left magnet south pole, right magnet north pole. Use North Pole under the right hand palm and South Pole under the left hand palm. It's for treating ailments of the upper side of the body, as pains, swelling, Asthma, Heart troubles, Arthritis, Paralytic weakness. The next picture is a magnet for Brain, Headache, Hemi crania, Migraine, Mental weakness Retardation, Sleeplessness; and to the right, the next picture are magnets for headaches, Nose, Eyes, Ears, Throat, Head and Heart and for treating infants; next  two knee belt pictures are to relieve Knee pain, Arthritis, Rheumatism, Gout, and Swelling of Knee; next The Red color of South Pole to be used on eyes for Refreshment to the eyes, Long sight and Short sight    The Blue color of North Pole should be used in eyes for Cataract, Swelling in Eyelids, and burning of eyes. 

The next picture is an obesity belt and is also beneficial for Colitis, Hernia, Intestinal Disorders, Prostate Enlargement, Various Uterine Diseases, Stomachache, Backache, Lumbago, Muscular back pain, Renal colic Sciatica, and Slipped Disc. Below that is a diabetic belt. This Belt can be used to relieve pains in any parts of the body. For Diabetes wear above the umbilical (Pancreas Region). To the left of the diabetic belt is a belt that relieves Neck Pain, Stiffness of Neck, and Throat infection, Tonsillitis, Thyroid. The extended left arm shows a blood pressure belt. It should be worn touching pulse of Right hand inner Wrist. For Low B.P. the belt should be worn on left hand inner wrist. Finally above that you see breast pad magnets. For Breast Tumors, Cancer of the Breast, Sores and Itching in the Breast apply NORTH POLE (Blue side). SOUTH POLE (Red side) is used for increasing the milk production and increasing the size of the Breast. 

Next, Vibrational Medicine. “They say the human body is made up of electronic vibrations, with each atom and element of the body, each organ and organism, having its electronic unit of vibration necessary for the sustenance of, and equilibrium in, that particular organism. Each unit, then, being a cell or a unit of life in itself has the capacity of reproducing itself. When a force of any organ or element of the body becomes deficient in its ability to reproduce the equilibrium necessary for the sustenance of physical existence and its reproduction, that portion becomes deficient in electronic energy.� Edgar Cayce (1920). Offspring treatments from the New Age Guru Cayce include energy tapping and Reiki Energy Medicine. Vibrational medicine has its instruments  and treatments rooms for those lured in for its potential benefits. Again, keep in mind that all these forms of alternative healing rely on the blending of universal energies so as to bring about a harmonious condition that speeds the recovery of health. The focus is on electromagnetic wave frequency and treatment is to correct electromagnetic vibrations.

Color therapy, also known as chromotherapy, is often facilitated in the healing rooms of alternative health practitioners. Color therapy is classified as a vibrational healing modality and incorporates the use of chi energies within living organisms such as plants, gemstones and crystals, water, sunlight, and sound. A therapist trained in color therapy applies light and color in the form of tools, visualization, or verbal suggestion to balance energy in the areas of our bodies that are lacking vibrance, be it physical, emotional, spiritual, or mental. Tools used in color therapy include Gemstones; Candles / Lamps; Crystal Wands; Crystal and glass prisms; Colored fabrics; Color bath treatments; Colored eye lenses; and Lasers.

Shiatzu is a gentle traditional Japanese massage therapy, beneficial for all aspects of well-being.  Developed over hundreds of years to balance mind and body it can be both re-vitalizing and deeply relaxing. Reiki is a form of body therapy from Japan and is closer to psychic therapy and uses very light touch, if any. Shiatzu is different from other forms of massage in that it is usually practiced through clothing and uses a combination of massage, physiotherapy and acupressure techniques for the stimulation of blood and energy flow. 

Rolfing is a specialized method of hands-on physical manipulation that straightens posture, improves range of movement, relieves tense muscles, and increases general vitality by progressively stretching the soft tissue, the myofascia, that surrounds the muscles throughout the body. Rolfing involves touching the skin, feeling around for "imbalances" in tissue texture, and separating "fascial layers that adhere and muscles that have been pulled out of position by strain or injury. Sessions can be painful.

Outside of God’s original plan for health and healing, Ayurveda Medicine is the oldest continuous system of healing and had its beginning in Northern India around 1700 B.C. Ayurveda believes everything in the universe is composed of 'five great elements' earth, water, fire, air and space. These five elements are derived from the One creative principle, Creative Energy or universal energy. Notice that all these alternative methods use the same principle, which leaves the God of Creation out of the mix. Ayurveda teaches that the mind-body has the intelligence and ability to heal itself. This intelligence is believed to operate in the Macrocosm, the cosmos or universe. And it also operates in the Microcosm, the human physiology. It is the sole function of Ayurveda to promote the flow of this great intelligence or universal energy through each and every human being. But it is a Satanic Concept to state that health and healing involves balancing energy and to say that illness is the result of imbalanced energy.

Ayurveda, intertwined with mythology and religion, traces the origin of traditional Indian medicine to the legendary Dhanvantari, who received his knowledge from Brahma—the Hindu God of creation. Hundreds of vegetable drugs are used in Ayurvedic medicine—including cardamom and cinnamon, both of which are believed to stimulate digestive enzymes that break down polymeric macromolecules in the Human body. 

Ayurveda teaches that there are seven major chakras of concentrated, focused universal energy in the human body which form an aura. They start at the bas of the spine, then the abdomen, the solar plexis, the heart, the throat, behind the eyes and the top of the head called the crown chakra. Each chakra is called a center and regulates the spread of universal energy to the organs of the body. 

They believe that all living objects have an energy field outside of and surrounding the body which is said to influence other energy fields. Seven rays of colored light constitute this energy field, supposedly representing seven endocrine glands. The harmony and energy balance of the individual  is ascertained by observing the auras produced. The colors are supposed to be the colors of the rainbow. 

In addition to natural remedies and meditation, Yoga is said to decrease the congestion and blockage of energy flow which causes illness. One may assume that yoga positions are just stretching positions when in fact they are worshipful positions to Hindu gods. Today Yoga is taught in many health clubs, YMCA physical education programs, on physical education programs on TV, and has been incorporated into institutional and liberal churches. Yoga is taught at both Andrews University and Loma Linda University. 

Aromatherapy is a form of alternative medicine that uses volatile liquid plant materials, known as essential oils (EOs), and other aromatic compounds from plants for the purpose of affecting a person's psychological and physical well-being. Can be inhaled or applied to the skin.

Bach Flower Remedies - Flowers are placed in water and the sun is allowed to shine on them to impart vital energy. The water is then used as a medicinal. The original Bach Flower Remedies is a system of 38 Flower Remedies that corrects emotional imbalances. Negative emotions are replaced with positive. 

Martial arts are systems of codified practices and traditions of training for combat. The word 'martial' derives from the name of Mars, the Roman god of war. The term 'martial arts' literally means arts of war and actually refers to any sort of codified combat systems, regardless of origin. Many martial arts, especially those from Asia, also teach side disciplines which pertain to medicinal practices. This is particularly prevalent in traditional Chinese martial arts which may teach bone-setting, qigong, acupuncture, acupressure, and other aspects of traditional Chinese medicine. Some of the more popular types of martial arts are ikido; Judo; karate; kenpo; ninjitsu; Qi Gong; tae kwondo; and tai ch’I chuan.  

We have this from the Spirit of Prophecy, “There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.” {GC 516.3}

And once again, “There are many ways of practicing the healing art; but there is only one way that Heaven approves. Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine power,--these are the true remedies.” {CD 301}

“There is danger in departing in the least from the Lord's instruction. When we deviate from the plain path of duty, a train of circumstances will arise that seem irresistibly to draw us farther and farther from the right. Needless intimacies with those who have no respect for God will seduce us, ere we are aware. Fear to offend worldly friends, will deter us from expressing our gratitude to God or acknowledging our dependence upon Him. . . .”  {Ev 607.1}

“Angels of God will preserve His people while they walk in the path of duty; but there is no assurance of such protection for those who deliberately venture upon Satan's ground. An agent of the great deceiver will say and do anything to gain his object. It matters little whether he calls himself a spiritualist, an "electric physician," or a "magnetic healer." By specious pretenses he wins the confidence of the unwary. He pretends to read the life-history and to understand all the difficulties and afflictions of those who resort to him.”--Review and Herald, June 27, 1882.  {Ev 607.2}

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20
What seems so harmless is often better left alone.

Shall we pray….  
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