Prison Ministry – December 20, 2008
Bible Questions from Fellow Students – 1
From time to time I get questions from fellow Bible students that may be of interest to all. Sometimes I try to answer a simple question in a short letter reply. But in this case, fellow student DeShawn Bazemore, posed some very interesting questions which answers I am using as this weeks handout. By the way, DeShawn mentored fellow inmate Marty Sepulveda, who has studied all the lessons and is current with the class. They have since grown their study group to 7 people. Hopefully arrangements can be made for DeShawn and possibly Marty to be baptized into God’s remnant church.

DeShawn’s Question #1 – On page 2 of Spiritualism and the Mystery of Death, 11-25-06, regarding the three people we know are in heaven, Elijah, Enoch and Moses, and the fact that the Bible says that God buried Moses, is there other Scriptures to give me more understanding?   
Answer #1 – Jude 1:9 “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.”
Michael the archangel, who is Jesus, came to resurrect Moses and take him to heaven. Satan argued that Moses sinned and should be his prize. Jesus nonetheless rebuked Satan and took Moses to heaven. Here is what the Spirit of Prophecy says in the Desire of Ages, “Upon Mount Pisgah fifteen centuries before, Moses had stood gazing upon the Land of Promise. But because of his sin at Meribah, it was not for him to enter there. Not for him was the joy of leading the host of Israel into the inheritance of their fathers. His agonized entreaty, "I pray Thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon" (Deut. 3:25), was refused. The hope that for forty years had lighted up the darkness of the desert wanderings must be denied. A wilderness grave was the goal of those years of toil and heart-burdening care. But He who is "able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Eph. 3:20), had in this measure answered His servant's prayer. Moses passed under the dominion of death, but he was not to remain in the tomb. Christ Himself called him forth to life. Satan the tempter had claimed the body of Moses because of his sin; but Christ the Saviour brought him forth from the grave. Jude 9.  {DA 421.3}

     Moses upon the mount of transfiguration was a witness to Christ's victory over sin and death. He represented those who shall come forth from the grave at the resurrection of the just. Elijah, who had been translated to heaven without seeing death, represented those who will be living upon the earth at Christ's second coming, and who will be "changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;" when "this mortal must put on immortality," and "this corruptible must put on incorruption." 1 Cor. 15:51-53. Jesus was clothed with the light of heaven, as He will appear when He shall come "the second time without sin unto salvation." For He will come "in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." Heb. 9:28; Mark 8:38. The Saviour's promise to the disciples was now fulfilled. Upon the mount the future kingdom of glory was represented in miniature,--Christ the King, Moses a representative of the risen saints, and Elijah of the translated ones.  {DA 421.4}”
DeShawn’s Question #2 – In the Daniel 8:14 and the 2300 year prophecy, 2-17-07, it talks about these three in heaven, plus the specially resurrected ones that ascended with Jesus are also in heaven. I read Matthew 27 where it talks about the saints that arose out of the graves, but nothing that says they went with Jesus when He ascended. Help me out Pastor Vaughn. 
Answer #2 – The first clue is in Ephesians 4:8, “Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive,” the margin says “or a multitude of captives.” In other words, when Jesus ascended He led a multitude of resurrected ones formerly held captive in the grave. Ephesians 4:8 is a quote of Psalm 68:18.

The second clue is found in Revelation 4:4 “And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.” The redeemed will be dressed in white raiment and will have crowns of gold on their heads. White raiment represents the righteousness of Christ and the crown is an emblem of victory. It is generally believed that the 24 elders were of the resurrected ones that ascended with Jesus.
The Spirit of Prophecy says the following about the specially resurrected ones. First the earthquake at Jesus’ death, “Suddenly the gloom lifted from the cross, and in clear, trumpetlike tones, that seemed to resound throughout creation, Jesus cried, "It is finished." "Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit." A light encircled the cross, and the face of the Saviour shone with a glory like the sun. He then bowed His head upon His breast, and died.  {DA 756.2}

     Amid the awful darkness, apparently forsaken of God, Christ had drained the last dregs in the cup of human woe. In those dreadful hours He had relied upon the evidence of His Father's acceptance heretofore given Him. He was acquainted with the character of His Father; He understood His justice, His mercy, and His great love. By faith He rested in Him whom it had ever been His joy to obey. And as in submission He committed Himself to God, the sense of the loss of His Father's favor was withdrawn. By faith, Christ was victor.  {DA 756.3}

     Never before had the earth witnessed such a scene. The multitude stood paralyzed, and with bated breath gazed upon the Saviour. Again darkness settled upon the earth, and a hoarse rumbling, like heavy thunder, was heard. There was a violent earthquake. The people were shaken together in heaps. The wildest confusion and consternation ensued. In the surrounding mountains, rocks were rent asunder, and went crashing down into the plains. Sepulchers were broken open, and the dead were cast out of their tombs. Creation seemed to be shivering to atoms. Priests, rulers, soldiers, executioners, and people, mute with terror, lay prostrate upon the ground.”  {DA 756.4}” 
“The time had come for Christ to ascend to His Father's throne. As a divine conqueror He was about to return with the trophies of victory to the heavenly courts. Before His death He had declared to His Father, "I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." John 17:4. After His resurrection He tarried on earth for a season, that His disciples might become familiar with Him in His risen and glorified body. Now He was ready for the leave-taking. He had authenticated the fact that He was a living Saviour. His disciples need no longer associate Him with the tomb. They could think of Him as glorified before the heavenly universe.”  {DA 829.1}
“All heaven was waiting to welcome the Saviour to the celestial courts. As He ascended, He led the way, and the multitude of captives set free at His resurrection followed. The heavenly host, with shouts and acclamations of praise and celestial song, attended the joyous train.”  {DA 833.2}
DeShawn’s Question #3 – One more thing, concerning the Trinity; is the Holy Spirit God? From my reading of the Bible, I think that Gabriel the angel that’s in the presence of God is the Holy Spirit. The carries nothing but the true word of God.  Jesus said My Father and I are one; not Jesus and the Father plus the Holy Spirit are one. Is the Trinity made up fiction?
Answer #3 –Now let me first quote Deuteronomy 29:29, “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
We will only use what God has revealed through the Scriptures and/or the Spirit of Prophecy which is the Testimony of Jesus. Revelation 19:10. The subject of God’s prophet of the last days was covered in the February 3, 2007 handout. I will give you quotes and the source, book, page and paragraph.
The first thing I want to deal with is the subject of Gabriel.  Is he the Holy Spirit? No! He is definitely not the Holy Spirit. Gabriel is a created angel that took the place of Lucifer (turned Satan) after he was cast out of heaven. He is the highest ranking angel, but he was created. Created beings are not to be worshipped. He appeared to Daniel in the lion’s den, Daniel 6:22. He came again in the Daniel 7 vision to give the interpretation starting in verse 16-27. In the Daniel 8 vision Gabriel again came in verse 15 and was instructed by Christ in verse 16 to make Daniel understand the vision; which he did in verses 17-26. In Daniel 9:21, Gabriel was sent to give him understanding about that portion of the Daniel 8 vision he did not understand. (The 2300 day prophecy of Daniel 8:13, 14). Gabriel comes again in Daniel 10:11 and on. Then Gabriel is the one speaking in Daniel 11:1 and on. Any references to Michael in chapter 10 and 12 pertain to Jesus.
Gabriel is the angel mentioned in Revelation 1:1. He is active with John in the recoding of Revelation, but I want you to see in Revelation 19 verse 10 that John fell at Gabriel’s feet to worship him and Gabriel immediately reproved him, “See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: …” He’s letting John know that he is like him, (a created being) and that he should worship God. 
In summary on this first point, Gabriel is a created angel serving in the highest position of any angel, at the left hand of God.

The second point I will address is the word Trinity. God’s faithful people do not believe in the Roman Catholic Church “Trinity” dogma. The term is not found in the Bible or the Spirit of Prophecy. The Trinity error teaches that there is one God in three appearances.  Here is what the Roman Catholics believe about the “Trinity” and teach:

1. That there is only one God, God the Father;

2. The Son Jesus comes out of the Father and was not with Him in eternity past;

3. The Holy Spirit emanates from both the Father and the Son.

We do not worship a one-in-three God. We believe that there are three fully divine, separate Persons in the Godhead. They are not one in person; however they are one in character, purpose, eternity and divinity. Some use the word “triune” in describing the three as it is supposed to mean three in one. I prefer to use the three persons of the Godhead.
In the planning of heaven, although He deeply loves us, the Father does not minister to us as the Son does. The Son is not the Supreme ruler; that task is reserved for the Father. The Son willingly accepts a lesser position. The Holy Spirit occupies a different role and comes to us personally and helps us, letting all thankfulness be given to the Father and the Son. Man has a hard time believing in one of authority to be so willing to take a sub-serviant role, as man always strives to be on top.

It is Satan’s studied objective to overthrow the Godhead and to cause men to be disobedient and to doubt the existence of these three heavenly dignitaries. All three have always been from eternity past to eternity future. This is another difficult thing for us finite beings living in time to understand.
The Holy Spirit is definitely the third Person of the Godhead and I am going to give you some scriptures pertaining to it. 
All three were present at creation. Genesis 1:2 says, “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”  
Before going on, I would like to address the idea of the oneness of God. Every reference to God in the first five chapters of Genesis is the Hebrew word elohiym, which is the plural of elowahh or eloahh which means a deity (god) or the Diety (God). Therefore elohiym would be deities (gods) or the Diety of the Supreme God, a unity of Divine Beings. Genesis 1:1 is “In the beginning God created…” The Hebrew, Elohiym bara. God (plural) created (singular). 

No question about the fact God the Father and God the Son were present at creation and is verified in verse 26, “And God (elohiym – plural) said Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…” This certainly indicates more than one in the Godhead. One speaking to an equal. We see this again in Genesis 3:22; and 11:7. Genesis 11:7 regarding the Tower of Babel, “Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language.”
In Deuteronomy 6:4 it says, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:” The Jews have long believed that this is absolute oneness. The Lord (Yehovah [Jehovah]) our God (elohiym [plural]) is one (echad) [means united, or unity]). It is important to NOTE that Moses uses the word ONE (echad) which means united or unity, and not the word (yachid [only, solitary]) which does stress absolute oneness as in Genesis 22:2.  

Going on, all three persons of the Godhead were present at the baptism of Jesus. Matthew 3:16, 17 “And Jesus, (the Son) when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven, (the Father) saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  
In Isaiah 48:16, the Messiah (Jesus is speaking and He mentions the Father and the Holy Spirit. “Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.”
In John 14:26, the Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit (Holy Ghost). “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

In Romans 8:26, the Holy Spirit intercedes between the believers and God, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”

In the great commission of Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus mentions the three persons of the Godhead, “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” By the way, this is a command of Jesus and therefore the instructions were to baptize in the name of all three members of the Godhead, not just in Jesus name.
The three are mentioned alongside of each other in 1 Corinthians 12:4-28. You may look that up. But also in 1 Peter 1:2 “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”  
The person of the Holy Spirit has emotions for He can be grieved, Ephesians 4:30 “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”
God knew full well that those living in the “Time of the End,” would be living in a time when, like it says in Ephesians 4:14 “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;” In Matthew 24 Jesus warned about deception 4 times and twice about false prophets. He knew that Satan would have his false prophets so as to make those who claim to be followers of Jesus, reject the true prophet that God raised up. Israel of old had often rejected and killed the prophets and modern Israel has rejected God’s true prophet. God rose up His true prophet in 1844 and the evidence shows that Ellen White met every Biblical qualification of a true prophet. With only a third grade education, she had over 2,000 visions in her lifetime from her age 17 in 1844 until her death in 1915. She is the most prolific woman author having written with a quill for a pen over 25 million words. She wrote on every conceivable subject that would be pertinent to the understanding of mankind as it relates to truth. She was God’s messenger, a lesser light leading to the greater light. 

God knew the personage of the Holy Spirit would be under attack, and so that there would be no room for idle speculation in these regards; He had His prophet deal with this subject. I include some quotes from the Spirit of Prophecy below:  

“It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Spirit is the Comforter, "the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father." It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding men into all truth, "He shall not speak of Himself." John 15:26; 16:13. 

{AA 51.3}

Now that is pretty clear. With the use of pronouns, His, He and Himself, this would indicate personage. But then look what it says on page 52 of AA, “The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human understanding, silence is golden.” {AA 52.1}

"Our ministers must be very careful not to enter into controversy in regard to the personality of God. This is a subject that they are not to touch. It is a mystery, and the enemy will surely lead astray those who enter into it.” {1SAT 343.3}
Manuscript 145, 1901. states the following, “The eternal heavenly dignitaries--God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit--arming them [the disciples] with more than mortal energy, . . . would advance with them to the work and convince the world of sin.”-- {Ev 616.4}

Regarding the Personality of the Holy Spirit, Manuscript 66, 1899 says, --“We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds.”-- (From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.)  {Ev 616.5}

 And this one, “The Holy Spirit is a person, for He beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children of God. When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own evidence. At such times we believe and are sure that we are the children of God. . . .”  {Ev 616.6}

Manuscript 20, 1906. “The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God. "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."-- {Ev 617.1}

Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37. (1897) “The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the power of God in the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.” -- {Ev 617.2}

Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, p. 51. (1905) “We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven,--the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, --and these powers will work through us, making us workers together with God.”-- {Ev 617.3}

{CH 222.2} “The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption.” {CH 222.2}

The above quotes were written with dates that ran from 1897 through 1906 and she was consistent from her age 70 to age 79. We can not ignore the fact that the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus, is not silent or vague in pointing out that the Holy Spirit is not only a person, but is the third person of the Godhead. The Bible and Spirit of Prophecy do not use the words Trinity or Triune God, however the Three Dignitaries of heaven, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit have existed from eternity and are factually supported with scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy.
(MS 92, 1901).“The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three holy dignitaries of heaven, have declared that they will strengthen men to overcome the powers of darkness. All the facilities of heaven are pledged to those who by their baptismal vows have entered into a covenant with God.” {5BC 1110.8}

There have been charges by some who believe that the Holy Spirit is not a person and that the Spirit of Prophecy writings have been altered. They say that some of the writings once used the word ‘it’, referring to the Holy Spirit and the word ‘it’ has been changed to the pronouns He, Him, or His. 

Well let’s look at scripture and see if Jesus used the word ‘it’ or did He use pronouns. 

John 15:26, “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:”
John 16:8, 13, 14 “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:” “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.”
 In three verses Jesus used 11 pronouns regarding the Holy Spirit. Do you think that maybe Divinity knew that in the final generation there would be those who would doubt that the Holy Spirit was a person. I think Jesus makes it clear that the Holy Spirit is indeed a person of the Godhead. God’s true and faithful never need ere on this subject.

 “We are living in the last days, when error of a most deceptive character is accepted and believed, while truth is discarded. The Lord will hold both ministers and people responsible for the light shining upon them. He calls upon us to work diligently in gathering up the jewels of truth, and placing them in the framework of the gospel. In all their divine beauty they are to shine forth in the moral darkness of the world. This cannot be accomplished without the aid of the Holy Spirit, but with this aid we can do all things. When we are endowed with the Spirit, we take hold by faith of infinite power. There is nothing lost of that which comes from God. The Saviour of the world sends His messages to the soul, that the darkness of error may be dispelled. The work of the Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this source that power and efficiency come to the worker for God.”  {GW 289.3}

She also addressed those that would teach that Jesus was not with the Father from the beginning, but emanated sometime later. Here is what the Spirit of Prophecy stated on this issue, “Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore. The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father.” {FLB 46.5}
Think of the Godhead in this explanation. There is a construction business by the name of Jones Construction Company, Inc. It is owned and operated by the grandfather John Jones, Sr.; the son John Jones, Jr. and grandson John Jones, III.  They are three different people with the same objectives. They plan together and reach decisions together. They have unity. 

So to answer DeShawn, the trinity is word coined by the Roman Catholic Church and the definition they give to it, one in three, amounts to fiction and that is why we do not use the word. The three Persons of the Godhead would be most appropriate.
That concludes this week’s study and if you have any Biblical questions on any subject you need special clarification that has not been covered in previous handouts, write me and we can do this again. That is why I have titled this handout “Bible Questions from Fellow Students – 1.”  Bible Questions from Fellow Students – 2 will be the next time I have sufficient questions from you to write it. 

Remember, God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). We are His so long as we are emptied of self and strive to overcome with the power God makes available to all who ask. Paul knew full well that even though he preached to others, he himself could have been a castaway.  1 Corinthians 9:27. Do not seek the respect of others (Proverbs 28:21) for that fosters pride and exalts self. Let others see Jesus in you, only Jesus.
God bless my brother and I am counting on you to meet me in eternity,

Pastor Richard Vaughn
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