January 13, 2007
Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “The Personage of the Holy Spirit” 
The Sermon title is “The Personage of the Holy Spirit.” 

Last week I passed out a 9 page handout on the New Theology doctrines that are rampant in the Seventh-day Adventist Church today. It seems incredible to me how seemingly intelligent people can be so hasty in their divided service, to aid Satan in his war against the remnant church. Any good military leader knows that the best way to conquer your enemy is from exploitation within. Almost six thousand years of studying human nature, Satan has learned this lesson well.

Using tools such as neuro-linguistic programming, dialectical praxis and now spiritual formation, Satan has been busy conquering whole churches with the New Theology doctrines. Last week’s handout had a list of 16 such doctrines. Almost everything held dear and sacred by historic Adventists has been under attack such as the nature of Christ, the sanctuary doctrine, character perfection, the atonement, the judgment, justification and sanctification, even the Sabbath is under attack and the gift of prophecy in the remnant church, to name just a few.

All these pluralistic false doctrines that challenge our Bible-based historic beliefs are not only an attack on the remnant believers, but they are an attack on God Himself, who is the author of Holy Writ. To see and hear of pastors standing before their congregations and dropping the Spirit of Prophecy books into garbage cans and stating, “We don’t need these anymore,” and to tell their congregations that it is okay to go to restaurants and gas stations and food stores on the Sabbath, and to see our brothers and sisters celebrating with raucous music that is no better than the disgraceful and abominable garbage embraced by the world. Listen, the devil’s music with Christian lyrics is still the devil’s music. To see dress reform eliminated from serious thought, and jewelry and makeup producing a crop of Jezebels that think it nothing to tattoo their bodies and to expose their flesh in a shameful manner. I ask, “Where are God’s faithful shepherds?” Where are the watchmen? In stead of celebrating we need to be weeping, fasting and praying between the porch and the altar for the abominations going on in God’s church. 

Yes Satan has come down like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour because he knows his time is short. But his fury filled attacks seem endless and there is no sacred area that is untouchable to Him. It breaks my heart to have learned less than a month ago about the most recent object of Satan’s attack and that is the personage of the Holy Spirit. Before we begin shall we invite God’s presence and the illumination of God’s Holy Spirit as we pray...
While in Illinois at a medical missionary training school, the 40th such session, I was approached by one of the class students who gave me a pair of booklets to review, and she asked me to let her know what I would think of them. I obliged and as I read them I realized that there is a movement afoot that is an attack on the personage of the Holy Spirit. When I saw her next, I told her that what I read in these books is an attempt to rid the Godhead of the third person. I told her that it makes me tremble to think that such an attack is underway. She gave me a third booklet titled, “Who Is Telling the Truth About God?” and a fourth book called the Omega of Apostasy” and said this may help me better understand the error regarding the Holy Spirit.
After reading them both, I was convinced that anyone without a firm foundation in the truth of God’s Word and the Spirit of Prophecy, would be most susceptible to embrace the errors being propagated by these very intelligent people. But I believe, they have no idea as to the fact that they are being manipulated by the great deceiver. The changes in truth are so subtle, that the error looks like truth. One glass of refreshing distilled drinking water looks exactly the same as one glass of refreshing distilled drinking water with a few drops of strychnine added to the contents. Side by side they look the same, but one of the two would be most deadly. 
This is the problem with the New Theology. Satan is fully aware of what the Bible says and he has always dealt in half truths. We look at the second temptation he presented to Jesus when He came from the wilderness, following a 40 day fast. Matthew 4:5-7 “Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 
Satan was indeed quoting scripture, but he was doing exactly what so many do, taking a portion of scripture and trying to make it fit their interpretation. He was quoting Psalm 91:11, 12 which reads, “For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.” What did he leave out that affects the meaning of these two verses? Verses 9 & 10 which say, “Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.” “For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.” When a person takes verses 11 & 12 and intentionally puts themselves in harm’s way expecting to be delivered, they commit the sin of presumption and may lose their life in the process.
In Matthew 4:7 “Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” Jesus met the temptation of Satan with an “It is written,” as we should also. The line between faith and presumption is thin and we need to know the difference so that we do not cross it and tempt God in the process.
What does this new theology say? What they are saying in a brief summary, is that the Holy Spirit is not a person, that God the Father and Jesus are the only two persons of the Godhead. They say that the Holy Spirit is a spirit, not a person, emanating from the Father. They also claim that the “three Person Godhead”, is embracing the Roman Catholic doctrine of a trinity. And this same group, as I understand there literature, claims there is only one God and that is God the Father, that God the Father always was, but that Jesus had a beginning way back in eternity. They say that He was not created, however He somehow sprung from God, hence He was begotten.
I believe this new doctrine has indeed been kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. Rather than taking the time to lay out their arguments, let us just go to the Word and the Spirit of Prophecy and see what Divinity has said regarding our study today.
The Spirit of Prophecy said, “We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.”— LS 196 (1902).  {LDE 72.1}
The concept of understanding the Godhead is quite much, for the finite mind to understand. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever…” The question that comes to my mind regarding the Personage of the Holy Spirit is this, “Should we be trying to define the nature of the Holy Spirit and just what do we find in these regards in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy?”

I found this on page 513 of AA. “It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Spirit is the Comforter, "the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father." It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding men into all truth, "He shall not speak of Himself." John 15:26; 16:13. 

{AA 51.3}

Now that is pretty clear. With the use of pronouns, His, He and Himself, this would indicate personage. But then look what it says on page 52 of AA, “The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human understanding, silence is golden.” {AA 52.1}

"Our ministers must be very careful not to enter into controversy in regard to the personality of God. This is a subject that they are not to touch. It is a mystery, and the enemy will surely lead astray those who enter into it.” {1SAT 343.3}
When it comes to the Holy Spirit, if He were not a separate entity (a person) then I do not believe that believers should be baptized in His name, if the Holy Spirit was just the emanation of God the Father. That would be redundant. However, Matthew 28:19 is a scripture that speaks strongly in favor of a three person Godhead, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”

And surely the Spirit of Prophecy is not silent on the three persons, listen to these quotes:

Manuscript 145, 1901. states the following, “The eternal heavenly dignitaries--God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit--arming them [the disciples] with more than mortal energy, . . . would advance with them to the work and convince the world of sin.”-- {Ev 616.4}
Regarding the Personality of the Holy Spirit, Manuscript 66, 1899 says, --“We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds.”-- (From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.)  {Ev 616.5}

 And this one, “The Holy Spirit is a person, for He beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children of God. When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own evidence. At such times we believe and are sure that we are the children of God. . . .”  {Ev 616.6}
Manuscript 20, 1906. “The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God. "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."-- {Ev 617.1}
Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37. (1897) “The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the power of God in the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.” -- {Ev 617.2}
Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, p. 51. (1905) “We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven,--the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, --and these powers will work through us, making us workers together with God.”-- {Ev 617.3}

{CH 222.2} “The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption.” {CH 222.2}

The above quotes were written with dates that ran from 1897 through 1906 and she was consistent from her age 70 to age 79. We can not ignore the fact that the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus, is not silent or vague in pointing out that the Holy Spirit is not only a person, but is the third person of the Godhead. The Bible and Spirit of Prophecy do not use the words Trinity or Triune God, however the Three Dignitaries of heaven, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit have existed from eternity and are factually supported with scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy. The evidence is strong and there is much more. You need to listen so that you do not get drawn into this dangerous doctrine. If any one of the New Theologies would grieve the Holy Spirit, I do believe that it is this one, as it attacks the Personage of the Holy Spirit.
(MS 92, 1901).“The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three holy dignitaries of heaven, have declared that they will strengthen men to overcome the powers of darkness. All the facilities of heaven are pledged to those who by their baptismal vows have entered into a covenant with God.” {5BC 1110.8}

There have been charges by some who believe that the Holy Spirit is not a person and that the Spirit of Prophecy writings have been altered. They say that some of the writings once used the word ‘it’, referring to the Holy Spirit and the word ‘it’ has been changed to the pronouns He, Him, or His. 
Well let’s look at scripture and see if Jesus used the word ‘it’ or did He use pronouns. 
John 15:26, “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:”
John 16:8, 13, 14 “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:” “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.” In three verses Jesus used 11 pronouns regarding the Holy Spirit. Do you think that maybe Divinity knew that in the final generation there would be those who would make such an attack? I think Jesus makes it clear that the Holy Spirit is indeed a person of the Godhead.

{GW 289.3} “We are living in the last days, when error of a most deceptive character is accepted and believed, while truth is discarded. The Lord will hold both ministers and people responsible for the light shining upon them. He calls upon us to work diligently in gathering up the jewels of truth, and placing them in the framework of the gospel. In all their divine beauty they are to shine forth in the moral darkness of the world. This cannot be accomplished without the aid of the Holy Spirit, but with this aid we can do all things. When we are endowed with the Spirit, we take hold by faith of infinite power. There is nothing lost of that which comes from God. The Saviour of the world sends His messages to the soul, that the darkness of error may be dispelled. The work of the Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this source that power and efficiency come to the worker for God.”  {GW 289.3}

In regards to their position that God the Father is the one true God from everlasting, and that at some point back in early eternity, Jesus emerged from the Father and became the second person of the Godhead, I believe is based on human speculation, when the scripture makes it clear that Jesus is not only God, but has ever been with God, I believe it had been written for our understanding so that we need not be confused on this, John 1:1-3,14. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…”
What is my point? God uses terms we can understand. He inhabits eternity and we inhabit time. We cannot comprehend the fact that He always was. Our finite minds may accept that fact, we just don’t understand it. But we do understand things having a beginning and an end. So John says “In the beginning…” and “…The same was in the beginning…” That helps our understanding a little that Jesus as God was always God and has always been with the Father.
{FLB 46.5} “Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore. The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father.” {FLB 46.5}

Now I would like to address the idea of the oneness of God. Every reference to God in the first five chapters of Genesis is the Hebrew word elohiym, which is the plural of elowahh or eloahh which means a deity (god) or the Diety (God). Therefore elohiym would be deities (gods) or the Diety of the Supreme God, a unity of Divine Beings. Genesis 1:1 is “In the beginning God created…” The Hebrew, Elohiym bara. God (plural) created (singular). 

No question about the fact God the Father and God the Son were present at creation and is verified in verse 26, “And God (elohiym – plural) said Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…” This certainly indicates more than one in the Godhead. One speaking to an equal. We see this again in Genesis 3:22; and 11:7. 

Something different for the sake of explanation, but similar is the evening and the morning in Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31. Each day of creation was an evening and a morning. One (echad) day. 2 entities of time declared to be one unit.

In Deuteronomy 6:4, Moses wrote, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:” The Lord (Yehovah [Jehovah]) our God (elohiym [plural]) is one (echad [means united, or unity]). It is important to NOTE that Moses uses the word ONE (echad) which means united or unity, and not the word (yachid [only, solitary]) which does stress absolute oneness as in Genesis 22:2.  
The Spirit of Prophecy has made it very clear that there are three persons in the Godhead, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. The word trinity is a Catholic term meaning one God in three appearances. The word triune (three in one) is similar. Perhaps it would be best to use the phrase in the Spirit of Prophecy, the heavenly trio, or the three heavenly dignitaries.
Once again I read what I believe to be the wisest counsel in regards to the Holy Spirit. {AA 52.1} “The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human understanding, silence is golden.”  {AA 52.1}

And so, what will strengthen the church is for us to be about the gospel commission, preaching and teaching the everlasting gospel of the three angels messages with all that that entails.                
Shall we pray…
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